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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/30/09 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-19, 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Applicant's specification 
fails to disclose that the dynamic paytable comprises a plurality of pavtables wherein 
each paytable is associated with a corresponding game event. More specifically. 
Applicant's specification discloses a single dynamic paytable used in the bingo game. 
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However, the specification fails to disclose a plurality of paytables. It appears that the 
dynamic paytable is the "plurality of paytables", wherein the dynamic paytable 
comprises variable payouts. 

Claims 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Applicant specification fails to disclose how the equation: PAY(I) = ROI * 
ABET * WGT(I) * AL*(IHT)/PR(I) is used to modify the dynamic paytable. According to 
Applicant's specification (page 24 line 21), PAY(I) refers to the prize awarded. Although 
a paytable may have a prize that can be awarded, it is not clear how the prize awarded 
PAY(I), is used to modify a paytable. For example. Applicant discloses a paytable 264 
in Fig. 8. The paytable comprises a plurality of payouts to be awarded for various 
combinations (combinations such as Bingo, Four corners. Blackout). The specification 
does not describe how the value of the prize to be awarded PAY(I), is used to modify 
the paytable which includes payouts for the Bingo combination. Four Corners 
combination, and the Blackout combination. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-19, 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragrapli, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-19, 36-37 recite, "said dynamic paytable comprising: a 
plurality of paytables wherein each paytable is associated with a corresponding game 
event." However, it is not clear a single dynamic paytable comprises a plurality of 
paytable. It appears that the dynamic paytable is the "plurality of paytables", wherein 
the dynamic paytable comprises variable payouts. 

Claims 36 and 37 recite that the dynamic paytable is modified after each game 
event according an equation: PAY(I) = ROI * ABET * WGT(I) * AL*(IHT)/PR(I). The 
claims are indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention for the following reasons: 

i. The claim does not specify what PAY(I) is. Applicant's specification 
discloses that the prize awarded is referred to as PAY(I). More specifically, Applicant's 
specification discloses that the variable "I" refers to the quantity of bingo numbers that 
have been drawn (Applicant's specification, page 23, lines 14-15). However, the claims 
do not specify how the dynamic paytable is modified after each ball is drawn. For 
example, the claims do not specify how each payout for each combination of the 
paytable is modified to produce the modified paytable. 

ii. The claims recite that AL(IHIT) is a pay allocation weighting function. 
Neither the claims nor Applicant's specification specify the units in which the AL(IHIT) is 
measure in. For example. Applicant's specification discloses that the allocation 
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weighting function may provide a 0.3 award when the bingo variation of a "row" of bingo 
numbers occurs (Applicant's specification page 23, lines 21-22). It is not clear how the 
weighting function is measured or units the weighting function is measured in. For 
example, it is not clear if the 0.3 award is 0.3 award credit, 0. award percent or other 
units. Furthermore, Applicant specification (page 23 line 21 - page 24 line 5) discloses 
the total for the allocation awards is 1 .0 and is the sum of the awards" 0.3 + 0.3 + 0.4. 
Thus it is not clear if the value of AL(IHIT) refers to the total award with the value of 1 .0 
or if it refers to a specific winning combination with a value less than 1 .0. 

iii. The claims recite that PR(I) is a probability for the next game event. 
However, the claims do not specify what aspect of the next game event is measured. 
For example, PR(I) could refer to the probability that the next game event will occur, or 
the probability that a win will occur in the next game event, or the probability that a 
player will make a wager for the next game event. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-15, 17-19, 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Luciano (US 6,368,214) in view of Odom (US 6,581 ,935). 
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Claim 1 . Luciano discloses a method of playing an interactive bingo game, 
comprising: 

initiating a game session (col. 9:41-55) that comprises, 

a plurality of game events corresponding to the game session (each 

drawing of the ball is considered a game event, col. 9:41-55), 

a chargeable credit game condition, in which a first player selection is 

received for charging at least one credit for each game event (col. 10:3-15); 

providing a player a bingo card having a plurality of integers configured in a grid 
pattern (400 in Fig. 7A); 

performing the game events so that each game event comprises having said 
interactive game draw at least one bingo number (420 in Fig. 7D) from a set of bingo 
numbers (cols. 9:37-40, 10:2-30); 

charging a player a quantity of credits for each of the game events (bet per ball, 
cols. 9:49-55, 10:2-30), said quantity of credits is determined by said player (increase 
or decrease the bet, cols. 9:49-55, 10:2-30); 

awarding said player one or more prizes according to a dynamic pay-table (col. 
9:58) that depends on a plurality of dynamic variables that are modified after each game 
event that charges according to the chargeable credit game condition (The paytable 
changes after a each ball is drawn or after each game event, col. 10:16-30.) said 
dynamic pay-table comprising. 
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a plurality of paytables wlierein eacli paytable is associated with a 
corresponding game event (This limitation is interpreted as the dynamic paytable 
corresponds to a game event. Luciano discloses the dynamic paytable 
corresponds to a game event since the paytable changes when the player draws 
a ball, col. 10:16-30). 

a plurality of triggering events wherein each triggering event is associated 
with one of a plurality of bingo patterns (col. 9:60-62). 

repeatedly displaying each paytable for the corresponding game event (It 
is noted Applicant's specification fails to explicitly disclose that the paytable for 
the corresponding game event is repeatedly display. Applicant's specification 
discloses that the paytable is displayed at step 207 in Fig. 4. When the paytable 
is modified in steps 221 and 215, the step of charging for game event 208 occurs 
and skips step of displaying the paytable 207. However, it is inferred that the 
paytable is repeatedly displayed according to Figs. 6-10. Similarly, it is inferred 
that Luciano's paytable 414 is repeatedly displayed according to Figs. 7A-7E.; 
and 

repeatedly modifying the dynamic paytable during the game session for 
each game event (cols. 9:49-55, 10:2-30) so that each paytable is modified 
according to a graduated weighting function that weighs probabilities more 
favorably as more game events are played during the game session (As more 
balls are drawn, it is more favorable that the player will win since the balls are 
drawn from a limited number of balls.). 
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Luciano discloses the method of playing an interactive bingo game with a 
dynamic pay-table as discussed above. Luciano further discloses a threshold event 
when the player obtains a blackout (col. 9:65-67). However, Luciano fails to teach the 
threshold event is configured to determine a plurality of prize credits awarded for each 
subsequent bingo pattern. Nevertheless, providing a plurality of prize credits for 
obtaining subsequent winning patterns is well known in the art. In an analogous art to 
bingo, Odom discloses a method of providing a plurality of prize credits awarded for 
each subsequent bingo pattern (see Table A, in col. 4:42-59). Odom specifically 
discloses the player can obtain a of bingo patterns, such as column, row, diagonal or 
four corners (col. 2:18-20). When multiple bingo patterns are made, the payout 
increases (col. 4:24-37). When providing a plurality of prize credits for obtaining 
subsequent winning patterns the player is awarded extra for the additional bingo 
patterns. When incorporating with Luciano's interactive bingo game, the player will be 
motivated to wager for extra balls after a bingo pattern has been obtained, in order to 
form additional bingo patterns and obtain extra winnings. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art a the time the invention was made to modify 
Luciano's interactive bingo game and incorporate Odom's prize credits for obtaining 
subsequent bingo pattern, in order to provide the predictable result of paying out the 
player extra credits for additional the additional winning patterns. 
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Claim 2. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the player permitted to 
terminate the game after each game event (by clicking the end game button, Luciano, 
col. 10:33-34). 

Claim 3. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the player is permitted to use 
player skill in deciding whether to terminate the game session (The player can terminate 
the game by clicking the end game button, Luciano, col. 10:33-34. Since this button is 
pressed by the player, it is based on the player's skill.). 

Claim 4. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the player is provided a plurality 
of bingo cards (Player is provided a plurality of bingo cards to play with, Odom, col. 
3:26-67.). 

Claims 5, 13. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the plurality of bingo 
patterns includes at least row, the row being horizontal, vertical or diagonal (Luciano, 
col. 9:61; Odom, col. 2:20). 

Claims 6, 14. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the bingo patterns 
includes a four corner bingo pattern (Luciano, col. 9:63-63; Odom, col. 2:20). 

Claims 7, 15. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the plurality of bingo 
patterns includes a blackout bingo pattern (Luciano, col. 9:65; Odom, col. 4:55). 
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Claims 9, 17. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the plurality of dynamic 
variables comprises a quantity of player credits wagered for each chargeable action 
(Luciano, col. 9:9:59; Odom, col. 4:45). 

Claims 1 0, 1 8. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that the determining of the 
plurality of prize credits to award for each the plurality of bingo patterns is based on an 
allocations variable which is associated with the dynamic variable (Luciano discloses 
the dynamic pay-table depends on the credits and the number of balls drawn, cols. 
9:56-1 0:30. Odom discloses a plurality of prize credits is awarded for each of the 
plurality of bingo patterns, col. 4:42-59). 

Claims 11, 19. Luciano in view of Odom discloses that bingo system comprises 
networking a plurality of interactive games (Odom discloses the game is networked, col. 
5:25-33). A network interface card is inherent to communicate with the network. 

Claim 1 2. Luciano in view of Odom discloses the interactive bingo gaming 
system as discussed in claim 1 above. Luciano further discloses a credit meter 
configured to record charging a player one or more credits for initiating a game (408, in 
Fig. 7A), a prize meter which is incremented each time said threshold event occurs 
(total win 410 in Fig. 7A), and a termination button that permits said player to terminate 
said game session after each game event (col. 10:33-34). 
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Claim 36, 37. Luciano in view of Odom discloses a dynamic paytable (Luciano, 
col 9:56-10:2). Luciano explicitly discloses that the values of the paytable are 
dependent on the number of credits bet per ball (col. 9:56-10:2). Luciano also discloses 
that the paytable changes as the player draw a ball (col. 10:16-30). However, Luciano 
in view of Odom fails to teach that a specific equation as claimed is used to modify the 
dynamic paytable. Nevertheless the specific equation used to change the dynamic 
paytable is a design choice. As disclosed in Applicant' specification (page 18, lines 1- 
12) there are numerous ways to modify the paytable. Every paytable is designed to 
provide a certain winning payout. These payouts are regulated by each jurisdiction to 
provide fairness to the players, while allowing the gaming operators to profit from the 
game. When creating a paytable, the amount of wagered, the probability of obtaining a 
winning outcome and the value of the winning outcome are considered. The variables 
within the claimed equation are variables that reflect the amount wagered the probability 
of obtaining a winning outcome and the value of the winning outcome. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the claimed equation to modify the Luciano's dynamic 
paytable since it is well known in the art to consider the variables of the claimed 
equation in creating a paytable. Using such equation will provide a fair paytable to the 
players while allowing the gaming operators to profit from the game. 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 9-15, 18-19, 36-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

New 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph rejections, 36 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph 
rejections, and new 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejections have been made to address the newly 
added amended limitations. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H. Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571 ) 272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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JHY 

/Peter D. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



